Vaccination for the paediatrician.
In most of Australia, general practitioners manage routine childhood vaccination schedules. However, paediatricians have an important role and need to have a thorough understanding of vaccination, particularly as it interfaces with other medical care. This is challenging as the Australian Standard Vaccination Schedule has undergone some substantial changes over the past 4 years, with the addition of meningococcal C conjugate, 7 valent pneumococcal conjugate, varicella and inactivated polio vaccines. Paediatricians are frequently the first port of call for advice on vaccination schedules for children with special needs, in relation to either vaccine efficacy or the risk of side effects. Categories include children with a range of chronic diseases, immunosuppression, premature infants and immigrant children. Advice about specific vaccines such as varicella, inactivated polio, influenza or multivalent vaccines and revaccination after adverse events is also often sought. The aim of this article is to update paediatricians on vaccination recommendations and relevant reference sources. The first part of this article discusses groups with special vaccination requirements. The second part discusses the use of individual vaccines in these children.